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QUEENSMEAD SAILING CLUB 
 

Commodore: Bert May 

email: commodore@queensmeadsc.org.uk 
www.queensmeadsc.org.uk 

 
NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2021 - SUMMER EDITION 

 
 

   
Return to Sailing 
 
Sailors have been able to get back on the water since 12th April – several QSC members are sailing at other clubs 
this season (e.g. Broadwater, Cookham) while we wait developments on HOAC’s move. 
 
There is no sailing at the new location until the 2022 season.  
 
Included in this newsletter are the latest news, recent virtual racing results, some more stories from Queensmead 
sailors, a ‘meet the committee’ section, some reflections from sailing at other clubs and plans for 2021. We are 
planning further newsletters during 2021; all feedback, suggestions and contributions are welcome. 

 
HOAC: Latest news 
 
Work continues on planning for the new location and more details will be shared as soon as they are available.  
 
QSC continues to support HOAC and the plan remains to wait for HOAC to move to the new site and for QSC to join 
HOAC and start operations as soon as possible. 

 
An update on Bert 
 
Bert’s treatment in hospital is complete and he is now in Coppermill Care Centre in Harefield and in good spirits. He 
is keen to speak with people, so please call the Care Centre (01895 820130) if you are able to speak with him. He 
now has new hearing aids. Several QSC members have been helping with his care, hopefully as Covid restrictions 
ease it will be possible for more people to visit him.  Updates, including pictures, are posted on Facebook. He enjoys 
reading messages, looking at photos etc. The mail address is: Coppermill Care Centre, 10 Canal Way, Harefield 
UB9 6TG.  Everything we can do to keep in touch will boost his mood and speed his recovery. 
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QSC Memories 
 
The following is a collection of pictures from different QSC events over the years. Hopefully, you can spot some 
familiar faces. Many thanks to Sue Payne, Claire Tomlin, Ian woods and Brian O’Leary for the photos.  

 
HOAC Boxing Day 2010 
 
A frozen lake meant that buoyancy aids were swapped for warm coats and luffing matches were replaced by 
snowball fights. 

 
 
Push The Boat Out – July 2012 
 
The idea was to decorate our boats to win a prize, dress up in fancy dress, sail a race, have a go at tug of war and 
win some dodgy prizes - all for charity! 
 
As it turned out the wind dropped off half-way through the race and it was absolute torture trying to get over the 
finishing line especially as everyone had decorated their boats with bunting, Steve Pooley and Richard Beke both 
sailed in Oppis (see first picture below for the costume....) They hoped that the Oppi handicap would help them move 
up the race ratings. It didn't quite work out that way… 
 
See if you can recognise anybody… 

 

 
Claire Tomlin 

 
More faces at HOAC… 
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Greece Trip – June 2013 
 
Some seasoned QSC members having fun on a yacht, soaking up the sun, testing the tavernas, basking in blue 
seas and making long-lasting memories. See anyone you know? 

 

 

 
Sue Payne 

 
Channel Crossings 
 
Many thanks to Paula for this story of another hairy channel crossing. 
 
‘In the days when Bert worked, offshore trips took place at May half term.  We all looked forward to a gentle breeze, 
plenty of sunshine and a few glasses of wine in France.  Odin often had other ideas and these trips were often ‘feats 
of endurance’ with for 6 or 7 winds on the nose and a good deal of the crew feeling very seasick!  On one such 
occasion we were heading from the Channel Islands to Cherbourg (in a force 6, at night!) when the engine 
completely cut out, it transpired that we had hit a lobster pot line in the dark.  Sails were quickly hoisted and Bert 
roused to assess the situation.  Getting into Cherbourg harbour and manoeuvring around lots of other yachts was 
going to be near on impossible and a Pan Pan call, in French, to the coastguard failed to produce the yacht to tow us 
that was promised.  Paul Metcalfe had a plan, I admit there were several of us who doubted its wisdom, but in the 
face of any other ideas it was decided to give it a try.  We would pump up the tender, come in under jib and when a 
suitable mooring point was identified the sail would be quickly lowered, tender thrown over the side and driven 
towards the stern of the boat to act as an anchor, slowing the boat down and to stop it crashing into other yachts.  
The plan worked remarkably well and we slewed alongside a boat full of Germans at about 5am, who were not 
pleased to be woken, nevertheless we tied onto them ignoring their insults and only too happy to be moored up 
without causing major damage to ours or any other boat! I believe it was Calvin*, because he had a dry suit, who 
was sent diving to cut away the rope so that we could return home the next day.  On the way home, the engine 
played up again and we found ourselves in the middle of the shipping lanes without our navigation lights, but rather 
too many lights from much larger vessels far too close to us.  Richard Warnett’s brother was despatched to the 
engine room and told ‘you’re a diesel mechanic, it can’t be that difficult’. A large spanner and a shower of sparks 
brought it back to life and we eventually limped home.’ 

Paula Weller 
 
*Editor’s note: Calvin’s recollection is that it was David Tiney 
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And More Channel Crossing Pictures… 

 

 
 
 
Virtual Racing 
 
Once sail we could sail on actual water the Sunday virtual racing stopped. Many thanks to Alastair for coordinating 
the racing during lockdown 3. The following are the final results: 
 

 
 
 
QSC - Meet the Committee – Alastair Fischbacher 
 
In this, and subsequent newsletters we have asked our committee members to share their sailing histories which 
are many and varied. This time it’s Alastair’s turn.   
 
My introduction to sailing was on the Norfolk Broads on Crusaders 
summer camps.  Sorted into crews with beginners and experts, we 
were taught the basics of sailing and boat handling and even got 
certificates to prove it.  I also went on a channel cruise with the 
Crusaders, starting at Gosport and going west along the south coast 
before nipping across to the Channel Islands for a few days and then 
back to Gosport via Dartmouth.  At the same time a friend at school 
was sailing at Sheppey Yacht Club with his family (n their Mirror dinghy 
number 97!), so I persuaded my parents we needed to do this too and 
we bought a Mirror dinghy.  I raced there every weekend with my 
father as crew (not easy for a 6’ 2’’ person to do), doing fairly well in 
the strong Mirror fleet.  One day I was offered the opportunity to crew 
in a 505 and I was hooked (on the boat, not just the trapeze wire) and 
abandoned the Mirror for the speed and glory (well, we rarely won, but 
it was fun) of the five-oh. 
 
Leaving school, I joined the Merchant Navy and sailing was not possible, although the 3rd mate and I did borrow a 
Fireball in New Zealand on one trip and I also repaired and sailed a Mirror 16 during one term at college.  Then a 
long gap until I was in South Africa and crewed on a J22 at Hartebeestpoort dam for a season until the owner 

Name Boat 10-Jan 17-Jan 24-Jan 31-Jan 7-Feb 14-Feb 21-Feb 28-Feb 7-Mar 14-Mar 21-Mar 28-Mar Tot. Disc. Net Pos'n

James Smaggasgale Smaggs1135 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 1 1 1 18 8 10 1

Keith Smaggasgale K Smaggers 2 1 3 2 2 2 7 2 2 2 3 2 30 10 20 2

Brian O'Leary IRL 143098 6 3 6 3 3 5 4 6 1 3 4 6 50 12 38 3

Alastair Fischbacher QSC Q'Ba (HB7) 3 6 5 6 4 3 3 5 3 4 5 3 50 12 38 4

Duncan Watts LightningDuncan 4 7 7 5 7 16 2 4 7 5 16 5 85 32 53 5

David Churchill Gull2466 16 5 9 4 5 4 8 8 5 7 2 16 89 32 57 6

Zoe Smaggasgale Zoesmaggs 7 4 8 7 8 6 6 7 8 8 8 7 84 16 68 7

Neil Brooks NellieB 5 16 4 16 10 16 5 3 4 6 6 16 107 32 75 8

Jo Loveland Comet 879 9 8 11 8 9 7 16 9 9 9 7 4 106 27 79 9

Calvin Merry Laser Calvin 8 16 16 16 16 16 16 10 11 10 16 16 167 32 135 10

Paul Ross Stormtrooper 16 16 2 16 6 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 168 32 136 11

Kieran Glynn (Guest9079) 16 9 10 16 16 16 16 16 10 16 16 16 173 32 141 12

Ian Woods Woodsy1005 10 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 186 32 154 13

Richard Dixon Rdsailing 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 11 16 16 16 16 187 32 155 14

Oli DiBartolo OdiBartolo93 16 16 12 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 188 32 156 15
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moved to Durban.  Then another long gap until, now back in the UK, a neighbour mentioned that he took his family 
sailing at HOAC – which I had never heard of.  I went to find out about it and signed up not only for HOAC but also 
for QSC with its fleet of boats to use; what a great deal!  I sailed recreationally to start with and then my daughter 
did the basic course and wanted to sail more often so we started doing the summer Wednesday evening races (in 
a Slipper usually so she could helm).  We bought a Topper Topaz Magno for family sailing on holiday and at 
HOAC, but it was too much for the family, so we sold it again.  We then bought the RS Q’ba for the same purposes 
and after a wet, windy and generally unpleasant experience in Devon brought the boat to HOAC where I could start 
racing again.  With its largely uncertain PY, there was much suspicion about where it should be compared to other 
boats and this got me interested in the handicapping processes, if only to ensure a fair appraisal!  The compulsory 
race officer duties also got me interested in the race management aspects and I enjoy running races almost as 
much as competing.   
 
HS2 takeover of the lake brought a break from real sailing for me this winter.  But I also have been doing the virtual 
sailing for some years, starting with the Volvo Ocean Race Game - so clunky then - and now Virtual Regatta 
Offshore (my boat name is HB7) where you’ll find me enjoying the strategic challenge of route planning on ocean 
races.  And of course, we have been running a number of VR Inshore race series to keep ourselves occupied in 
the lockdowns.  With the arrival of spring and new freedoms I have now joined Broadwater to keep sailing and 
racing in this ‘gap’ year until hopefully the new HOAC location is ready in 2022. 

Alastair 

 
Postcards From Our Foreign Correspondents 
 
While QSC is between locations our sailors have found other stretches of water to keep their sailing muscles in 
trim. Many thanks to Jo Loveland for sharing her experiences at Broadwater and to Duncan Watts for his 
reflections on sailing at Cookham 
 
Broadwater Sailing Club 
 
After hearing the disappointing news that HOAC was to close in two weeks, I decided to search for a winter sailing 
home. My research revealed that both Maidenhead SC and Cookham Reach, could fit the bill, despite their 
distance. The new experience of sailing on the river at Cookham Reach sounded enticing, but on the negative side 
the number of non-sailing days due to the height and speed of the current I found off putting. Unfortunately, 
Maidenhead proved to be completely off the radar as it was locked and gated at the times I visited. 
I had sailed at Broadwater once before, when QSC had been invited for an open event. The hot dogs and onions 
were rather tasty and the after sailing cakes definitely hit the spot!! I considered it worth a visit. Being able to sail 
during the winter on a Wednesday morning with two races on a Sunday was a positive bonus for me, even though 
the first Sunday race was a 10am start. But it is good to have the option, as it meant that there is time to do 
something else in the afternoon. I suspect that in normal circumstances people would be more inclined to hang 
around into the afternoon. Everyone has been very welcoming and friendly. During lockdown there were Sunday 
morning talks and Wednesday afternoon virtual regattas. I have even taken part in several virtual regatta offshore 
races. (Brian and Alastair kindly helping me to get started). This has made it easier to get to know people. The fact 
that several people have joined from QSC, in addition to other new members, has really helped me to feel part of 
the new club. 
With Sally’s help, I moved my boat at the end of September. Being allocated a boat parking space a fair way from 
the club house, on a slope, took a bit of getting used to, particularly as the starting signal emanates from the club 
house! It is then a quick sprint to launch the boat and reach the start. Not that easy in a light wind. There are two 
jetties, both of which have limited space, although they are concrete, I have found them much less slippery than the 
wooden ones at HOAC. But the one I use shelves quickly, as I discovered on one of my first launches: suddenly I 
found myself standing waist high in water. As I sunk further into the mud, I began to wonder if my choice of club 
was a good one after all, or would be just a short lived one. Would I disappear into the mud never to be seen 
again?  The direction of the jetties, I have found, not to be as favourable as at HOAC, but a large beach area can 
be used for launching if you want to move your boat to the far end of the boat park. In size, the sailing area is a lot 
bigger and often seems to have small waves within it. There are several small islands, with interesting wildlife to 
spot as you sail round, although you do need to watch the wind effect carefully. Unless of course you fancy as 
swim. At first the large number of buoys took quite a bit of getting used to: there are thirteen blue cans and three 
football sized ones which can be difficult to see. During the pursuit races, I have usually been the first boat away; I 
have certainly had to think about what I am doing rather than just following other people. I know it sounds silly, but I 
really did not want to let QSC and Bert down. Fortunately, I have had some reasonable results and I feel more 
confident. I have really enjoyed the new sailing activities: they have proved to be a big step up for me and allowed 
me to have been able to enhance the skills I learnt at QSC. I do miss the excellent safety cover provided by HOAC. 
Broadwater has cover on race days but not always at other times.  
Overall, it has been a positive experience. 

Jo Loveland 
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Cookham Reach Sailing Club  
 
When HOAC closed its gates, I wanted somewhere to sail my Lightning. Cookham is the only local sailing club to 
have a Lightning fleet so, following a visit and a chat with some very welcoming sailors, I decided to sign up for 
2021. I am getting used to sailing on the Thames which has some interesting differences to HOAC. It is a river - so 
it moves! Managing the combination of stream and wind and making allowances when rounding the marks has 
been a case of trial and error; thankfully, my errors are now reducing. There is also river traffic which adds to the 
fun – motor launches will generally give sailors space, which is helpful; a cheery wave and ‘thank you’ seem to 
work well. The courses are clearly longer and narrower than at HOAC but this makes less difference than I had 
expected. There are generally 4 races each Sunday – two back-to-back in the morning and two back-to-back after 
lunch; some sailors do all four, others are more selective. The extra races help to compensate for the reduction in 
sailing over the winter when the river is often flowing too fast for safety. There is a general handicap class and a 
Lightning class which means Lightning sailors are competing directly for position against each other. It seems I can 
hold my own and compete against the other Lightnings and have even managed a few wins, together, inevitably, 
with a few capsizes.  
 
There is a duty rota for officer of the day and assistants. Also, in the summer months, and when Covid restrictions 
lift, there is a bar rota which is something of a novelty. Unlike at HOAC, OOD/assistant duties include not only 
starting and finishing the races but also manning the rescue boat. We were lucky at HOAC to have this done for us. 
Fortunately, there seems to be quite an army of volunteers to cover the duties, including several who no longer 
race but are happy to spend a day at the river helping out. All in all, despite the change of venue, I still enjoying my 
sailing.   

Duncan Watts 
              
 

QSC Solent Trips 2021/2022 
 
The biggest challenge to a QSC Solent Trip this year, is a lack of accommodation for our overnight stay. PGL (Little 
Canada - Wootton Creek) have advised that they are focussed on the backlog of bookings from schools and will 
not be taking bookings from adult groups in 2021 but will welcome QSC in 2022. We continue to look for an 
opportunity in September this year and are certainly keen to proceed in 2022. We will keep you posted on any 
developments. 

Brian O’Leary 

 
 
QSC Boats 
 

QSC Boats - QSC boats are either in storage at HOAC  or on loan to members for use at Broadwater Sailing Club. 
QSC Boats remain in storage behind padlocked gates. Boats are again available for hire for a nominal fee. If you 
are interested in hiring a QSC boat for use at Broadwater for the season, please contact us via email 
admin@queensmeadsc.org.uk.  

Details of the QSC Boats can be found on http://www.queensmeadsc.org.uk/boatpark.php 
Brian O’Leary 

 
The Newsletter 
 
We’d love to include more stories and photos from members new and old; also, information about your current 
activities as various sailing clubs get back on the water. Please let us know if you have something to contribute. We 
can be contacted at: news@queensmeadsc.org.uk. 

Duncan Watts 


